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action was to drive against the pirate ranks a herd of
one to two thousand fierce wild cattle, before which it
was vainly hoped that these professional ox hunters would
turn and flee. When Morgan's force, which perhaps
numbered by this time a little more than 1200, saw the
battle array of the Spanish army under the walls of
Panama they were dismayed, and many wished them-
selves back in Jamaica, and regretted their foolhardiness
in joining Morgan. Nevertheless, their position being
desperate, they resolved to fight resolutely and die, if
need be, in battle. Morgan divided his little army into
three bodies, and sent ahead, to skirmish, nearly 200 of
his best marksmen.

The Spaniards, on their part, made an absurd dis-
position of cavalry and infantry. Their cavalry were to
deploy on a meadow which was half-marsh. Consequently
the horses slid about, floundered, and fell in their attempts
to charge the oncoming English. The advance party of
200 musketeers did deadly execution by dropping on one
knee and taking careful aim at the distracted horsemen;
while the other companies of Englishmen attacked the
motley Spanish infantry (many of whom were mulattoes
and negroes, with little heart in the business) with such
determination that they could not come to the rescue of
the cavalry, most of whom were shot down. The attempt
to drive the cattle on to the English proved futile; most
of the bulls ran away in an opposite direction, and those
that came near the English ranks were promptly turned
into beef by volleys of bullets.

After two hours the Spaniards were defeated, with a

outside Panamd was computed by Morgan at 2700, in addition to which 200 soldiers
and gunners remained to defend the city and work the big guns. But according to the
President of Panama his total forces did not exceed 1200.